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'Demonstrating sooms to bo
f to mo at any rato, a usoloss sort 

of thing to doo I can achiovo moro for whatover causo I liko 
to chooso, simply by sitting horo �"� bashing away from my 
typoro I soo no point in going out d spending tho day 
tramping around for a causo I boliov� in but which I don 1 t 
boliovo I can do any good for by tramping around.' 

(Leigh Edmonds, TRISTAN und 4, Apa-L Distribution 
270) 

Quit= possibly this is a common attitude amongst Australian 
fansc M2ny subjocts aro discussed in fanzines - mostly by pooplo 
who havon't tho vaguest notion of what thoy aro t�lking about - but 
it is probably true that there arc more subjects which are simply 
not discussed. I raroly havo any urgo to print any of my own opin­
ions of this subjoct, but thoro has boon a confluonco of □vents 
which, to my mind at least, justifies tho o»orciso. 

Tho most interesting thing about Loigh's romark, quotod abovo, 
(as I said to him just a couplo of days ago) is th�t tho only 
occasions on which I have obsorvod Loigh rallying to.,incauso behind 
his typowritor is whon ho has boon defending himself against charges 
of inaction in real lifo. Ho more or loss agrood. 

In tho Juno mailing of �pa-LI mado somo bri□f commonts about 
tho ovonts in �dolaido involving tho withdrawal of ponaltios imposed 
on sc soldiors following thoir boating-up of sovoral domonstrotors 
(mRin-. girls, I undorstood) 2nd tho implications of that withdrRW� 
al. This ovokod tho fol._owing comment from Bob Smith: 

'snd as its tho homo of 3 8qttalion tho Moratorium pooplo woro 
probably lucky thoy woro not r□Rlly dona over, but thon that's 
tho privilogo of e freo country, oh? Your citizens can prac­
tically tako over tho dRmn placo and disrupt things whilst thoy 
voice thoir mainly un-r□Alistic ideas, but tho militAry hos to 
bite its tonguo ,nd shaddup e No doubt drink playod a largo 
part in tho soldior 1 s attitudo in �dolaidc, but tho gonoral 
fooling of frustration bocauso this omotional attitudo, so 
well organised, gives, to the soldier, �n unfair picturo of 
things, isn't hard to spark off� And for a young men, no 
killer but probably fAirly proud of his uniform, to bo ordorod 
� to wc,n it on that day doosn't holp oithor. Your Moretorium 
m�rchors, so proud (and not a little rolioved) of their non­
violent day oppRrontly want it both w,ys: poaco thoy w�nt, but 
oro not particularly enthusiastic about paying tho sacrifiaos 
thRt tho truo boliovor usually cops, and has dowr. through tho 
Ag□s. Its intorosting to noto that tho two countries domon­
str,ting so hysterically for P□Rc□, both very much involved in 
SVN, hevo novor boon pounded into thoir own homo ground by an 



n yonomy ••• □k�y, I'm sure the 7c�d□mic, tho int□lloctu7l, tho 
student (�lw7ys tho studontt) nd th� p-cifist □7n blow grant 
halos in my viows ( ;:ind of courso I I m 7 soldiGr so I I m unc.blo ,_ 
to think for mysolf), but while they �ro doing it som□ on□ 
Dls� is m7king suro th7t thoy -ro fro� to do it�•• Ono doosn't 
h n v o t □ m :: k o "' b i g no i s o t o kn□�., I b l i o v o y a u r P u p p o t -r� ? st c r , 
Dr. C�irns, is going to try qg .in (this month?)o••' 

(Bob Smith, SDRE-KnFA, Anz�p� M7iling 12}-

1ou will noto thqt thoro is no rGf□ronco to tho subjoct of my ossny: 
thRt tho soldiers rQn to Mommy RSL for protccti□n a Thora is much 
discussion of tho whys qnd whoroforos of this r�thor bro;:idcr subjobto 

'Blowing holos 1 is not q g�mo 0 But I would like to help Bob ( ,nd 
others) so� th� possible contr�diction in tho position doscribcd 
r1bove. For example, tho notion th�t th� m�rchmrs oricd untlo"h�rdly 
ti0s in with tho (natod) i�ct th�t there will b□ 7n□thor march � 
lotor this month (Soptombor 18 to bo prociso, Bob 2nd othors)o Thom 
�re m�ny countries in tho world which h�vo novcr been pounded by nn 
onomy who nro neither in Viotn�m or suffer domonstr7tions (for thnt 
c�uso): tho connection is botwcon thu two lnst, ?nd the first hes 
nothing to do with tho matter. Tho objection to citizuns tqking 
ovor 1 tho dqmn p1Rcu 1 scorns to suggost th�t public 2ro�s don't belong 
to tho citizens but to Big Brothor 0 for th,t m,ttor, I should bo 
most intorostod to so□ � documontod study of tho ch�ngo of govornmont 
in tho vnrious countrios of tho world, c□mpRring tho number of tnko­
ovors by (2) 1ncRdcmics, int�lloctu�ls, students '"'.nd p,cifists i �nd 

(b) thu milit�ry Q (I m□An violent chqngus, up thoro)�
Tho objection to 'orggnisntion' is hnrd to follow, unless the Army, 
tho most org�nisod �Rrt of the community, fc�rs ny riv�lsa 

And fin�lly thoro is tho tot,lly unjustified assumption th::t tho 
Army is doing �nything to koop Austr9li8 fro□ (from n------ �nd 
pl"1t,ifi.sts, porhAps?)a AustrRli2. h.-:s throo divisions in Viotnqm 
(moro or loss), the minimum pr"ctic�l sizo for :::ny sort of opor�,tion. 
lf. t h o r o i s , t h r ::.i '"t t o .'\ u st r -, l i .,_ i n V i u t n Am , w h y A r c t r, e r o not mo r o 
troops ov□r thcro1 Bocguso tho public in ;ustrsli� wouldn't buy•it? 
Dr boc,use tho premiums on tho. ANZUS policy 2ro low? Considering 
thAt m,.,ny lo7ding US s□n7tors ,nd congrossmon h,v� until rocontly 
boon unnwRro thAt �ustr7lia WRs fiolding A t□Am in Victn,m, perhaps 
tho premiums nro too high. :. nd porhqps th;:it is why one division i s 
coming homo 1,-,tor this yo;:,.r. Tho ctnncos oft tho t NZUS Tr□"'.tY boing 
supportod by tho US in timo of trouble socm t� doclinc yo�rly. 

If wo 2ro pulling out troops, tho battle And tho WRr unwon, 
how h�vo those trmops holpod to koop 0ustrqlig 1 frGo 1 1 This notio� 
th,t young mon must go to dio in ViotnAm to 1 koop AustrAliR froo 1
is·ono of th□ most ovil li0s prop�g�t�di±n;thiacoouatiy, �nd it h2s 
soma competition� Procisoly bocquso this lio is killing young 
Austr�li2ns (�van 'students', Bob, my formor studonts killod by tho 
wicked lie) it must bo fought with tho gr□At□st possible offici□nijy� 

Now it m�y bu ,rguud thqt it is nocossqry to 'Kill For Po�co', 
�nd somoonu t�king thqt viGw may bo �blo to point to p,rticulnr 
inst�nccs which s�cm to justify it. But this is not thu officiel 
view of tho �ustr,li9n Govornrnont, 2nd I proposo to documunt it. 



In oxpl�ining tho rofus�l of � visq to tho filthy n-----, Dick 
Grogory, tho Minister for Immigr�tion (Mr. Lynch) sqid (intor �li�): 

'This Govurnmont is not propqrud to 4llow tho ontry to �ustrcl­
ir of parsons whoso �ctivitios Aro st ,tod to bo contr7ry to 
Austr�li�'s n�tionpl intorost 2nd where their st�ted purpose 
of visiting �ustrqliq is not judg□d to bo bonA fido. 

1 In tho Govornmont's viow, this Applies whore tho intentions 
7ro rolntod to A ono-sidod, 0istortod "nti-w-r mor2toriurn 
c2mpRign inimic�l to tho objocts to which Austrqlinn troops 
nrc fighting in Viotn"m•' 

(my undorlino) (THE AGE, ThursdAy Sopt. 3, pngo 1) 

Tho �pp7lling gr�mm�r mAy bo the fqult of THE �GE. Tho Rbovo stqt_­
mont is, howovor, � cnrofully pr□p�rod □no. It hPs boon rupoqtod, 
with minor vqriRtions, by VArious rnarnbors of tho Govurnmont, but 
RlwRys tho undorlinod words (with the very r4r□ oxception of 'dis­
torted') h vo bwcn fund2rnontRl to tho quotRtion. 

Now thQ 'one-sided' 7ccus�tion c�n bo dismissod instPntly. Tho 
f1ustrqliRn Govornmont's roprusontAtions on this m�ttor h-vo Plwnys 
boon 1 ono-sidod'• The qctu�l objection is to 'othcr-sidod 1 • 'Dis­
tortod 1 hns, I think, P similnr connotRtion, though there is nif­
roRson to buli�vo th�t tho 'other sido 1 m�y put forw�rd disto�tidn 
viows - Viuws just �s distortud ns qnyono might h�vo. Dn tho othor 
hnnd, thuro is difforunco of opinion on th:t sido, whurons tho 
Govornmunt is monolithic. Porh�ps this should be brought to tho 
nttontion of thoso MPs on thcl Govurnmcnt bonchos who dulight in 
discussing 1 ono-p�rty totnlitRriPn 1 govornmonts. 

But cnti-war - thRt's something also. Suporficinlly, tho 
Govornmont of �ustrnli ! likus to think thnt it is not pro-w,r, yot 
in st�tornonts of this kind n truor picturo of ro�lity amorgus. It 
is not th�t young And old mqrchors �ra m·!rching which is Annoying, 
it is th�t thoy �ru m�rching qgqinst bu w-r in ViotnAm. It is not 
so much th,t which is -nnoying cs thRt thoy �ro merching ng�inst 
Wnr. �nd it is not so much thRt �s thnt thr,y �ro mRrching AgRinst 
tho prusont world-wido systams of govurnmont which cor.sidor WRr 8

nocoss�ry p�rt of lifo (whRt R p□culiAr juxtnposition th2t isl). 

Boforo moving complotoly 9W y from this view to qnothcr □no, 
I 1 ld liku to hRndlo 2 bridging mAttor: tho 1 Silont MAj□rity 1 • It 
is fruquontly 2 f,nt8sy rotro2t of the inRctivu Pnd slothful th2t 
thoy form 2 

1 Silont Mnjority•. (In nn,rchist torms, thoso ,ru tho 
slobs who koop the present systems goi�g to voting for parsons 
whoso vi□ws nnd notions thoy know nothing of �nd pr□bRbly ncvor 
will.) This is cold comfort, I'm AfrRid, on Rt l□Ast two grounds 
(quite �p,rt from whothor or not tho view thoy ospouso is corroct). 

First, in Mulbourno nlono At thu lest Mor torium rnRrch in Molbourno, 
75,000 puoplo mRrchod. This is mor5 thRn tho �ustrAliAn Army And 
Govornmont c�n rniso by norm7l mothods (including conscripts nnd 
tho CMF). It is Plso About throo times tho turnout for tho lAst 
loc�l colobr-tion of �ust Gli�'s bloody WRrtime dufo ts, Anz�c Day. 
Seccodly, if thurc's only ycu, mo ,nd him in tho room, � mnjority 
�in't mnny, brother. Whqt 2ro ths world-wido views on thu subjoct? 



Hnrd to obt�in, curr□ntly 9nyw9y o Thsro's littlo point ! in most 
countrios. But I h�vu somu figurus for Novombur 1967 c� GRllup 
Poll). 1 1 11 quotu two figurus - tho first boing tho porc□ntqgo 
boliuving tho US should bogin to withdr�w, tho socond boing tho 
porcunt gu who boliovo tho US should m�int�in or incro su its com­
mitmonto 
Finl�nd 81 G o e 9 Swodon 79 o o •  14 
Fr'."'nco 72 ••• 13 Indi7 66 �o • 12 

hrgontin7 57 ••• 12 Engl�nd 45 a oo 30 
U o S .r.. 31 ••• fi3 A ustr1:li2. 29 o � o 55 

Br,.,zil 76 QO O 1 1J 

W • GurmErny 58 
Cr-n'."'do. 41 

0 0 O 

0 0 II 

25 

39 

Figurus ch01ngo, of course, but how comfort:-,blo is th,t 1 Silunt 
M�jority 1 ? £nd I point out th9t, in doforooooto th□ higher feel­
ings of my roqdors, I didn't include 8ny figur�s from tho USSR. 

Morntorium m�rchors cqn, of cou=so, drqw no comfort from forming 
tho 'SilGnt M�jority 1

o Thoir concorn is the do7ths of hum2n 
boings, �nd thoy will bo m2.rch:ng on Sept�mbor 18. 

1 This bullshit �bout diseont by b�llot box is ns ludicrous 
ns wo �11 know it is from oxporiunco: the prob?bility of 
finding � p7rty whose po:icy fits oven fifty porcont of your 
own is qlmost zero� Ho:1, it is zerol Tho m.c::jority, tho 
uninformod m,jority, i$ noqrly RlW9YS wrong: look �t Hitlor 1 s 
d□mocr�tic mqjority fus:ng its privilodgo to wipo out tho 
minority, tho Jows. Dissont is not only th□ right of tho 
minority ? it is thu dJty of thoso who disngroo with � vit�l 
policy , f the govcrn�ont: it is tho mor9l obligRtion of wo 
who c2n sou tho ovil joing done in thu nqmo of illd£. t�xos, 
usod by £!:!..E_ govornmort, oloctod by� tho puoplo. 1

(D�vid Grigg, �LEPH, Apn-M or whRtevor, dist. 2) 

Woll, p2rtly w You don't �PVG to voto, you know. But you hRVD to 
bo propqrod to toll tho Go1crnmont whoro to put it. I do whonuvor 
they �sk. So if you objoc:, don't rogistor qnd if you h�vo 
rogistorod, don't voto. 11:it p·-:ying t,.,xcs is difficult in R Pi,YE 
country, but I mqnRgod it nnyw9y (thu h�rd wRy). Noxt yo�r whon 
I h'."'VO somo incomo I must :.ry to gc,t qround it. 

But □lsowhoro in �LEPH DR�id dr,ws inspir tion from WDOD5TDCK �nd 
THE Glr.SS TE;;T. H□9V8n Fcbid! Sur8ly P.s inhRbit'cnts 1·f:;:,. ci;:untry 
cr2wling with Amuric n CREt-off crud this is som□thing wo cnn do 
without. 

Why dJmonstr�to? � coup:o of ro2sons, I guossQ Ono's 9 simplo 
mqttor of stending up An� being count□d o Not thRt on□ �grLBS 
with mL�rythino which th::i orgRnisc::-s of , dcmonstr·�tion j but moroly 
th 0 '.t one c,n I t '1gruo wit�; wh"',t is tho prusc,nt policy� Not th.'."ct 
ono fools thRt ono 1 s owr prusoncu will chrngo tho world, but th'1t 
m�rching is moro offscti\□ thRn scr·tching on n piuco of pRp□r -
th,t birthright for R mo�s of pott�go o

So stRnd up if you will, All of you - yos, Loigh And Bob, you too. 

&oc'."'uso if wu ell:'.. stRnC wo c::,n chc-.ngo tho world o If wo WRnt to 
h9rd onough o

But it is onsiur to got C9llusus on your �rso w�tching tho box, isn't 
it'i' 

(distributod c:lso throu9h ;1NZ .Ph �nd to scmo disty of ,";pc.>.-L) 


