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!Demonstrating secms tc be; tc me at any rate, a uscless sort
of thing to doe I can achicve more for whatever cause I liko
to choosc, simply by sitting herc =~ bashing away from my
typere I sec no point in going out d spending thec day
tramping around for a causc I believe in but which I don't
believe I can do any good for by tramping around,'

(Leigh Edmonds, TRISTAN und 4, Apa-L Distribut%on
270
Quit- pcssibly this is a common attituds amongst Australian

fanse Many subjccts are discussecd in fanzinecs - mostly by pcople
who haven't the vaguest notion of what they arc t.lking about - but
it is probably truc that there arc more subjccts which are simply
not discussede I rarcly have any urge to print any of my own opin~
ions of this subject, but there has been a confluencc of events
which, to my mind at least, justifies the exercisc,

The most interesting thing about Leigh's remark, quoted above,
(as I said to him just a couple of days ago) is that the only
occasions on which I have obscrved Leigh rallying to.dnicausc behind
his typcuwriter is when he has been defending himself against chargcs
of inaction in real lifes Hc more or less agrccde

In the Junc mailing of Apa-L I madec some bricf comments about
the events in Adclaide involving the withdrawal of penalties imposcd
on sc soldicrs following their bgsating-up of several demonstretors
(main., girls, I understocd) and thc implications of that withdrawe-
ale This cvoked thc fol.owing comment from Bob Smithe

'and as its the homec of 3 Battalion the Moratorium pcople wcrc
probably lucky thcy werec not rcally donc over, but then that's
the privilege of a2 frec country, ch? Your citizens can prac-
tically take over thc damn placc and disrtupt things whilst thecy
voicc their mainly un-rcrlistic ideas, but the military has to
bite its tongue and shaddupe No dcubt drink playcd a largc
part in the soldicr's attitude in Adelzidc, but the gencral
fececling cf frustration because this ecmoticnal ~ttitudec, so
well organised, gives, to the soldiecr, an unfair picture of
things, isn't hard to spark off¢ And for a young man, no
killer but probably fairly proud of his uniform, to bec ordercd
Dot to wecar it on that day docsn't help cithere Your Moratorium
m~rchers, so proud (and not a little rclicved) of their non=
violcnt day apparcntly want it both ways: peacc they want, but
arc not particularly cnthusiastic about paying the sacrifidcs
that the true believer usually copsy; and has down through the
agcse Its intcrecsting to note that the two countrics demon=-
strating so hysterically for Bcacc, both very much involved in
SUN, have ncver becen pounded into their own home ground by an



n  vencmMYeee Ok~y, I'm surc thc nc-demic, the intollectunl, the
student (~lways the student?!) -nd the prcifist can blow great
holes in my vicws (and of course I'm a soldicr so I'm unable
to think for mysclf), but whilc thcy arc doing it somc onc
clsc is making surc that they -rec frecc to do ite.e Onc docsn't
have to mnkec = big noisc to know, I b licvec your Puppct-M=ster,
Dre. C~irns, is going to try ag .in (this month?)ces"

(Bob Smith, SORE KAFA, Anz=pm Mailing 12)~

You will notc that there is no rcference to the subjcct of my cssays
that the soldicrs ren to Mommy RSL for protcctions Therec is much
discussion of the whys and whereforcs of this rather broadcr subjotte
'Blowing holes' is not 2 g=mece But I would like to help Bob ( :nd
others) scc thz possiblc contradiction in thc position described
aboves For cxamplc, the notion th~t the marchers oricd unélo hs-tdly
ties im with the {notod) f-ct thot there will bo another march =
later this month (Scptcmber 18 to be precise, Bob and others)s Them
~rg many countrics in the world which h-=ve nover becn pounded by an
cnemy who are ncither in Vietnam or suffcr demonstrations (for that
ceusc)$ the conncction is bectween the two last, and tho first hzs
nothing to do with the mattcre Tho objection to citizens taking
over 'the damn place! scems to suggest that public 2reas don't beclong
to the citizens but to Big Brother. For that m=tter, I should bec
most intecrcsted to sce = documented study of tho change of governmont
in the various countries of thec world, comparing thc number of take-
overs by gag "acadcmics, int.llectusals, students ~nd pncifists® and

b) thu milit=ry, (I mo=an violent changus, up thore)e
The objecction to ‘'org=nis~tion' is hard to follow, unlcss thc Army,
the most orgmniscd part of thc community, fcArs ny riv=ls.

And fin~lly therc is the totnlly unjustificd ~ssumpticn that the
Army is doing ~nything to kccp Australia frec_(from n------ and
pagifists, perhaps?). Australiz h~s thrce divisicns in Victnam
(morc or less), thc minimum pr-ctical sizo for =ny sort of opcr-tione
If there is a threet to Austr-li- in Vivetn=m, why arc therc not morec
troops over thcre? Bec=use the public in Justr=li- wouldn't buy -it?
Or becmuse tho premiums on the ANZUS policy arc low? Considering
that many lending US senators and congressmcn havo until recently
been unawarc that “ustrnlia was fielding = team in Viectnam, pecrhaps
the premiums arce too highe, 'nd pcrhaps that is why onc divisicn is
coming home later this yeare The chtncas off the ANZUS Trcaty being
supported by thc US in time of trouble seem to declincg yc~-rlye

If wo arec pulling out troops, the battle and the war unwon,
how h=mve thosc troops helped to kecep fustrali» 'frec'? This notion
that young men must go to dic in Vietnam to 'kcop fiustralia froec!
is-ona of the most ecvil lies prop~gat~diin:thiscoourtyy, and it h=as
somc compectiticna. Precisely becausc this lie is killing young
Austr~lians (oven 'students!, Bob, my former students killed by the
wickcd lic) it must bc fought with the greatost possible efficicneye.

Now it m=ay bié =~rqued that it is necessary to 'Kill fFor Pcncol,
and somconc taking that vicw may bo Aable to point to p-rticular
inst~nccs which scem to justify ite. But this is nct the officizl
viecw of the Austrnlian Govcrnment, =znd I proposec to documecnt it,



In cxpl-ining the refus=l of = visa to the filthy n----- , Dick
Gregory, the Minister for Immigr=tion (Mre. Lynch) said (inter aliz)s

'This Govurnment is not preparcd to =llow the cntry to fustrel-
iz of pcrsons whose ~=ctivities are st -ted to bec contrnry to
Austr~lin's n=ation~al interest =nd whcre their st-ted purposec
of visiting fiustralia is not judged to be bona fidce

'In thc Government's view, this appiics wherc the intentions
~rc rilatced to a onc-sided, cistorted ~nti-w-r mor=torium
campaign inimic=1 to thc objeccts to which Rustralian troops
arc fighting in Victname!

(my undcrline) (THE AGE, Thursday Scpte 3, page 1)

The ~ppnlling gr~mmar may be thc fault of THE .GE, Thec =bovec stat._-
ment is, howcver, ~ carcfully prep-red once It has becn reupecatedy
with minor variations, by various members of the Govcrnment, but
always the underlined words (with the very rarc exception of 'dis-
torted!) h ve bucn fundamental to the quotation.

Now thc 'ong-sided' accus=~tion c=n bc dismisscd instantlye The
fiustralian Government's represcntaticens on this m=tter h-ve aluays
becn 'onc-sided's Thc =actu=l objection is to 'othcr-sided?, 'Dis-
torted! has, I think, ~ similar connotation, though therc is ne”
recnson to bulicve thot the 'other side!' m~y put forw-rd distoctidn
viocws - viows just =2s distortcd as anyonc might havee On the othoer
hand, therc is diffcrence of opinion on th=t side, whereas the
Governmuent is monolithic, Perh-ps this should be brought to the
attention of thosc MPs on tha Government benches who dilight in
discussing 'onc-p~rty tectalitari~n' governments,

But anti-war - that's somcthing clse, Superficially, thc
Government of ustr=ali: likes to think that it is not pro-wnar, yot
in st~tuments of this kind a trucr picturc of recnlity emcrgouse It
is not th=t young ~nd old marchors are m:rching which is annoying,
it is th=t they arc m=rching ag=inst t¢ w-r in Vistnam. It is not
so much that which is -nnoying as that they arc marching against
Ware #~nd it is not so much that =s that thcy mrc marching =gainst
the pruesent world=widc systems of government which corsider war a
nccess~ry p~rt of life (what a peoculiar juxtapositien that is})e.

Before moving completely aw y from this vi.w to another one,
I'"ld like to handlec ~ bridging matter: the 'Silent Majority's It
is frequently a fontasy retrcat of the inactive #nd slothful thet
they form = 'Silent Majority'e (In an~rchist terms, thesc are the
slobs who kececp the present systems guimg to voting for persons
whosu vicws ~nd actions they know nothing of ~nd probably ncver
will,) This is cold comfort, I'm afr=id, on at least two grounds
(quite =part from whcther or nct the view they ospouse is corrcct),

First, in Mclbournc alone at the last Mor torium march in Meclbourne,
75,000 puoplc marcheds This is mors th=an the ‘ustralian Army and
Government c=n raisc by norm~l mcthods (including conscripts and

tho CMF)e It is ~lso about threc timecs the turnout for theo last
local cclcbr-tion of Aust ~lia's bloody wartime defe ts, Anz-c Daye.
Seccpdly, if therc's only ycu, mc =nd him in the room, ~ majority
Ain't meny, brothcre UWhat arc the wcorld-wide views on the subjcct?



Hard to obt=in, currcntly anyway, There's little pecint, in most
countrics. But I havu somc figures for Novembur 1967 (= Gallup
Poll), I'1ll quotu two figurus - thec first becing the porcentage
bclivving the US should becgin to withdraw, thc second boing tho
porcont go who boliove the US should m=aint=in or incre sc its com=-
mitmenta.

Finl-nd 81 eee 9 Suwedecn 78 ose 14 Brozil 7 Bao r11%
Fr-ncec 72 eee 13 Indi= E6 nos 12 We Gurmany 58 oea 25
krgentina 57 soe 12 Engl~nd 45 gea 33 Can~da 41 oee 39
UQS.A 31 eo o 6.3 F\Ustrf‘lia 29 o0¢o0 515

Figurus change, of coursc, but hcw comfort=ble is th-t 'Silcgnt
M~ jority'? 4ind I point out that, in deferepseto the highor fecl-
ings cf my rogaders, I didn't include any figurcs from thc USSR,

Moratorium marchers can, of couc-se, draw no comfort from forming
the 'Silent Mcjority'e Theoir concern is the deaths of human
boings, ~nd they will be marching on Septumber 18,

'This bullshit =bout diseent by b-llot box is as ludicrous

ns wo 21l know it is from exporicnce: the prob=hility of
finding » party whose policy fits oven fifty percant of your
own is =almcst zeroe. Hell, it is zero! Tho m=jority, the
uninformed m-jority, ie ncarly alw=ys wrong: look at Hitlor's
domeccratic majority d@sing its priviledge to wipe out the
minority, the Jcws, Dissent is not only thc right of the
minority, it is the duty of those who disagree with 2 vitnl
policy .f the governmcnt: it is the moral obligaticn of we
who can sce the ovil Soing done in thc n=me of gur taxes,
usod by ogur governmart, clocted by us the puoples.'

(D~vid Griag, #LEPH, Apa-=M or whatevcr, dist. 2)

Well, partly, You don't krve to vots, you knows But you havc to
be prepmred to tell the Gosernment whore to put ite I do whonovor
they nske So if you objec:, don't registor =nd if you h=ve
rcgistored, don't votee. llot pnying toxcs is difficult in a PAYE
country, but I m=anaged it ~nyway (thc h~rd way)e Ncxt yaar whon

I h~vec some incomc I must try to g.t arcund ita

But clscwheroe in ALEPH Daiid draws inspir tion from WOODSTOCK ~nd
THE GLASS TEATe Ho=ven Fcrbid{ Surely es inh=abit-nts ¢Ef:c csuntry
crawling with Amcric n east-off crud this is somecthing we can do
without,

Why domonstrate? A coupia of rcasonsy I guess. 0Onc's A simple
matter of standing up anc being ccunted, Nect that one =~grees

with pvsrythina which th2 organisircs of -~ decmonstrationy but merely
th~t onc con't agrcee with wh=t is thc prescent policys Not that

one fuoels that one's owr presence will chonge the world, but that
marching is more effectiie than scr-tching on a piccc of paper -
that birthright for a mozs of pott=gee.

So stand up if you will, =1l of you - yes, Leigh and Bob, you too.

Boc~uso if we z11) stand we can ch~nge tho world, If we want to
hard onough,

But it is e~sicr to gef calluscs on your -=rsc w=tching the box, isn't
1t7

(distributed ~lso through iNZ .PA and to scme disty of Apa=L)



